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EXCERPTS FROM 
The Constitution of Virginia 

Relating to Wilkins v. West (2002) 
 
 
ARTICLE I – (Bill of Rights) 
A Declaration of Right made by the good people of Virginia in the exercise of their sovereign powers, 
which rights do pertain to them and their posterity, as the basis and foundation of government. 
 
Section 1. Equality and rights of men. 
That all men are by nature equally free and independent and have certain inherent rights, of which, when 
they enter into a state of society, they cannot, by any compact, deprive or divest their posterity; namely, 
the enjoyment of life and liberty, with the means of acquiring and possessing property, and pursuing and 
obtaining happiness and safety. 
 
Section 11. Due process of law; obligation of contracts; taking of private property; prohibited 
discrimination; jury trial in civil cases. 
That no person shall be deprived of his life, liberty, or property without due process of law; that the 
General Assembly shall not pass any law impairing the obligation of contracts, nor any law whereby 
private property shall be taken or damaged for public uses, without just compensation, the term “public 
uses” to be defined by the General Assembly; and that the right to be free from any governmental 
discrimination upon the basis of religious conviction, race, color, sex, or national origin shall not be 
abridged, except that the mere separation of the sexes shall not be considered discrimination. 
That in controversies respecting property, and in suits between man and man, trial by jury is preferable to 
any other, and ought to be held sacred. The General Assembly may limit the number of jurors for civil 
cases in courts of record to not less than five. 
 
ARTICLE II 
Section 6. Apportionment. 
Members of the House of Representatives of the United States and members of the Senate and of the 
House of Delegates of the General Assembly shall be elected from electoral districts established by the 
General Assembly. Every electoral district shall be composed of contiguous and compact territory and 
shall be so constituted as to give, as nearly as is practicable, representation in proportion to the population 
of the district. The General Assembly shall reapportion the Commonwealth into electoral districts in 
accordance with this section in the year 1971 and every ten years thereafter. 
 
Any such reapportionment law shall take effect immediately and not be subject to the limitations 
contained in Article IV, Section 13, of this Constitution. 
 
Note: Article II, Section 6, was amended in 2004, but the amended language did not change the 
portions that Lacy relied on in her decision. 


